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Introduction: A Patriot’s Wake-Up Call 

On a crisp fall morning, John Mitchell unlocked his father’s old gun 

safe, the Stars and Stripes fluttering outside the window. The safe held 

a lifetime of memories: a vintage Colt 1911 from Grandpa’s service in 

WWII, a collection of hunting rifles, and a legally registered suppressor 

John painstakingly acquired. When John’s father passed unexpectedly, 

the family assumed these treasured firearms would simply pass down 

to John. Instead, they faced a maze of legal hurdles that no one saw 

coming. The executor hesitated to handle the guns for fear of breaking 

a law. One heir lived in New York, where some of the rifles were 

restricted, and another heir simply didn’t want anything to do with 

firearms. For a moment, it looked like this proud American family 

might lose the very heirlooms that symbolized their heritage and 

freedom. 

John’s story is a wake-up call. In that moment, he realized that estate 

planning is not just about money – it’s about preserving a legacy 

and a way of life. Firearms in America are more than just valuables; 

they are often family heirlooms and symbols of our Second 

Amendment rights. Without a proper plan, those cherished guns “may 

not end up in the hands of the beneficiaries you desire” and could even 

be confiscated or destroyed by law enforcement. This ebook is 

written for people like John – wealthy gun collectors and patriotic 

families who understand that protecting their loved ones includes 

protecting the firearms and freedoms they hold dear. 

In the pages that follow, we blend patriotic inspiration with technical 

expertise. You’ll find real-life examples, practical strategies, and 

state-by-state insights that illuminate how to shield your family and 

firearms from legal pitfalls. Whether your estate is $1 million or $100 

million, the principles are the same: plan ahead, stay compliant, and 

keep control. Just as you wouldn’t hand a loaded firearm to an 

untrained person, you shouldn’t hand your estate to fate or a system 

hostile to gun ownership. By the end of this guide, you will see how 

proper estate planning is an act of patriotism – a way to defend 
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your family’s future and the Second Amendment for generations to 

come. Let’s begin this journey of securing your legacy and liberty. 
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Chapter 1: Guns, Family, and Legacy – Why 

Special Estate Planning Matters 

America’s Legacy of Firearms 

Since the founding of the Republic, firearms have been passed down 

through families as enduring symbols of freedom. A musket carried at 

Lexington, a shotgun used to feed the family during hard times, or a 

pistol commemorating military service – these objects carry stories and 

values that transcend their monetary worth. It’s no surprise that many 

gun owners consider their collections “treasured heirlooms” and want 

them to pass on to children and grandchildren. Estate planning for 

firearms isn’t just a legal task; it’s a commitment to preserve history and 

uphold constitutional rights. 

 

Why Firearms Aren’t Like Other Assets 

In estate planning, not all assets are equal. Firearms are a unique 

category of personal property that carry an inherent risk of legal peril. 

Passing down a gun isn’t as simple as handing over a piece of jewelry 

or a car. If done incorrectly, a well-intended gift of a favorite 

Remington 870 shotgun to your nephew could turn both of you into 

unwitting felons. The reason is a web of firearms laws designed to keep 

guns out of the wrong hands. Federal law (the Gun Control Act of 

1968) makes it unlawful for certain persons – such as felons, those with 

domestic violence convictions, or certain mental health adjudications – 

to possess firearms. If your beneficiary falls into a prohibited category 

or even if they simply live in a state with stricter gun laws, a direct 

bequest in a will could lead to serious legal trouble. No other common 

inheritance comes with this kind of risk. 

 

The Cost of Not Planning 

Failing to plan is, in effect, planning to fail – and possibly planning to 

arm the state instead of your family. In the worst-case scenario, if you 
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don’t arrange things properly, your guns might be seized upon your 

death and end up surrendered. Law enforcement may take custody of 

firearms from an estate and, if no lawful transfer is arranged, destroy 

them. Not only would your family lose valuable (and often 

irreplaceable) property, but a piece of your family history would be 

erased. Furthermore, without a plan, your estate could be tied up in 

probate court for months or years, during which your firearms 

collection sits in legal limbo – or in a police evidence locker. This is not 

the legacy any freedom-loving American wants to leave. 

 

Protecting Rights Through Planning 

Proper estate planning for gun owners marries two vital goals: 

protecting your family’s financial future and safeguarding their Second 

Amendment rights. This means keeping firearms in the hands of 

responsible heirs, preserving their value, and ensuring compliance with 

the law at every step. As you’ll see, this often involves tools like 

specialized gun trusts, careful selection of executors or trustees, and 

knowledge of both federal and state regulations. By planning ahead, you 

take control of the narrative: instead of leaving your heirs to navigate a 

legal minefield, you provide them with a clear road map. In doing so, 

you also send a powerful message – that the right to keep and bear arms 

is a cherished inheritance, one that you have gone the extra mile to 

protect. 

In summary, estate planning for firearms owners is essential because it 

addresses issues that a generic will or trust might overlook. It’s about 

honoring your ancestors by preserving what they passed down, and 

honoring your descendants by passing down not just guns, but the 

freedom and responsibility they represent. In the next chapters, we’ll 

dive into the details – starting with what happens to your guns if they 

go through probate, and why that is something you usually want to 

avoid. 
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Chapter 2: Probate Perils – Why Traditional 

Probate and Firearms Don’t Mix 

When a person dies, their will (if they have one) must usually be 

processed through probate, a court-supervised procedure for settling 

the estate. Probate gathers the assets, pays off debts, and distributes 

what’s left to the heirs. While probate is routine for many assets, it can 

become a quagmire for estates that include firearms. Let’s explore why 

relying on probate to transfer your gun collection could put both your 

estate and your executor in a difficult position. 

 

What is Probate? (And Why Avoid It) 

Probate is often described as a necessary evil. It ensures an orderly 

transfer of assets and clear title, but it comes with drawbacks: it can be 

slow, costly, and public. Court fees, attorney fees, and paperwork can 

eat up 5% or more of an estate’s value in some cases (that’s $50,000 on 

a $1M estate). Moreover, the proceedings are a matter of public record 

– not ideal for families that value privacy or security (do you really want 

the inventory of your valuable gun collection listed in a public file?). 

For firearm owners, there’s an extra incentive to avoid probate: guns 

caught in probate may be inaccessible to your family when they need 

them most, and worse, could trigger legal complications if not handled 

properly. 

 

Guns and Executors – Legal Minefield 

When you name an executor (also called a personal representative) in 

your will, you expect them to carry out your wishes. But with firearms, 

an executor’s job can be fraught with personal legal risk. In some states, 

the mere act of an executor taking possession of a firearm from the 

deceased could technically be an illegal transfer if the executor doesn’t 

have the proper licensing. For instance, several states require an 

executor to have a federal firearms license (FFL) just to temporarily 

possess and transfer firearms from the estate. If your executor isn’t a 
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gun person or isn’t aware of these rules, they could unknowingly 

commit a crime by following your will. 

Even without such state laws, executors face federal constraints. The 

Gun Control Act of 1968 makes it illegal to transfer a firearm to an out-

of-state heir without involving an FFL. So, if your executor in Texas is 

sending a rifle to your son in Ohio, they must ship it to an FFL in Ohio 

for proper transfer – they can’t just hand it over or ship it directly. An 

executor who is unfamiliar with these rules could land in hot water 

quickly. 

 

Case in Point – New York’s 15-Day Clock: Consider New York, one 

of the states with strict post-mortem gun laws. Under the NY SAFE 

Act, when a gun owner dies, any person who immediately comes into 

possession of the firearms (like a spouse or nominated executor) has 

only 15 days to either lawfully transfer the guns or turn them over to 

police. If they miss that window, they risk being charged with criminal 

possession of a weapon (a Class A misdemeanor). Think about that – 

in the midst of grieving and handling funeral arrangements, a family 

member in New York has barely two weeks to navigate the legal 

transfer of possibly unfamiliar firearms. This is an immense burden to 

place on loved ones, and the penalty for failure includes up to one year 

in jail. Proper planning can avoid putting your family in such a vise. 

 

Public Listing and Confiscation Risks 

In probate, an estate’s assets are inventoried. Some states (like New 

York) even require a specific firearms inventory to be filed with the 

court and state authorities. That means your gun collection details could 

be compiled in a government database upon your death. In hostile 

jurisdictions, this might as well be a roadmap for potential confiscation. 

Recall John’s story: his family hesitated to even touch his guns. In one 

scenario, the local police were called to hold the guns for safekeeping because 

the executor was unsure how to proceed. Once the authorities have 

your firearms, getting them back can be a slow and uncertain process. 
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Meanwhile, some or all of the collection might be at risk of being lost, 

damaged, or destroyed if any legal technicality isn’t perfectly met. 

 

Avoiding Probate = Peace of Mind 

The clear takeaway is that keeping your guns out of the probate process 

is often the smartest move. How can you do that? The primary methods 

are using trusts or other non-probate transfers (which we’ll cover in 

upcoming chapters). By planning a transfer mechanism outside the 

court system, you relieve your executor of the burden of figuring out gun laws 

on the fly and keep control where it belongs – within the family. Avoiding 

probate not only sidesteps potential legal pitfalls; it also means a faster, 

smoother transition. Your beneficiaries can receive their inheritance (be 

it guns or other assets) privately and promptly, without months of court 

delay. 

In short, probate and guns don’t mix well. Traditional probate can delay 

or derail the handoff of your firearms to the next generation. For 

patriotic families, it’s an unacceptable risk that beloved firearms could 

end up melting in a government furnace or locked away due to red tape. 

In the next chapter, we’ll examine one of the best tools for avoiding 

probate and ensuring a seamless transfer: the use of trusts – including 

specialized gun trusts designed for this very purpose. 
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Chapter 3: Trusts 101 – Revocable, Irrevocable, 

and Keeping Control of Your Legacy 

If probate is the storm to avoid, trusts are the shelter that can keep your 

estate plan on solid ground. Trusts have been used by wealthy families 

for centuries to manage and pass on assets without court intervention. For 

gun owners, trusts offer not only probate avoidance but also a way to 

navigate the patchwork of gun laws with greater ease. In this chapter, 

we’ll cover the basics of trusts – focusing on revocable vs. irrevocable 

trusts – and set the stage for how a trust can be tailored to hold firearms. 

 

What is a Trust? 

In simple terms, a trust is a legal arrangement where one party (the 

trustee) holds and manages property for the benefit of another (the 

beneficiary), according to rules you set when you create the trust. When 

you create a trust, you as the grantor (also called settlor) transfer assets 

into the trust. Those assets are then legally owned by the trust (managed 

by the trustee) rather than by you directly. Trusts can own almost 

anything: real estate, bank accounts, investments, collectibles – and yes, 

firearms. The beauty of a trust is that it lives on beyond your death, so 

assets held in trust do not need to go through probate. The trustee 

simply continues to manage or distribute them per your instructions. 

 

Revocable Living Trusts  

A revocable trust (often called a revocable living trust or RLT) is one 

that you can change or cancel at any time while you’re alive. You retain 

full control: you can be the trustee of your own revocable trust initially, 

managing your assets as usual. You can move assets in or out, amend 

the terms, or dissolve the trust entirely if you change your mind. 

Because you keep this control, the IRS doesn’t view revocable trust 

assets as separate from you – they’re still part of your estate for tax 

purposes. The primary benefit of a revocable trust is avoiding probate. 
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When you die, the successor trustee you named simply steps in and 

continues following the trust instructions (no court needed). For 

families with even modest wealth (like a $1M home), a revocable trust 

is a popular tool to streamline inheritance. 

How does this help gun owners? A revocable living trust can hold your 

firearms during your life and after, meaning no pause or legal limbo at 

death. Unlike a will, which only speaks at death and then triggers 

probate, a funded trust already owns the guns, so upon your death the 

trust just keeps owning them. This avoids the “executor problem” we 

discussed – a successor trustee (whom you hopefully chose for their 

knowledge of firearms law or advised accordingly) can immediately take 

control and follow your instructions for distribution or continued 

management of the collection. We will later discuss gun trusts, which 

are often structured as revocable living trusts, with special provisions. 

 

Irrevocable Trusts 

As the name implies, an irrevocable trust is one you generally cannot 

revoke or amend easily once it’s created (at least not without court or 

beneficiary consent). When you put assets into an irrevocable trust, 

you’re usually giving up control and ownership of those assets 

permanently. Why would anyone do that? The main reasons are asset 

protection and tax planning. Assets in a properly structured irrevocable 

trust might be protected from creditors and lawsuits, and if you don’t 

own them at death, they might not count toward your estate for estate 

tax purposes. High net worth individuals use irrevocable trusts (like 

ILITs – Irrevocable Life Insurance Trusts, GRATs, and others) to 

transfer wealth efficiently and shield assets from estate taxes or liability. 

How does this relate to firearms? If your estate is large enough that estate 

taxes are a concern, you might consider an irrevocable trust to hold 

high-value guns or the proceeds from them. For example, if you have 

a collection of Class III NFA firearms worth several million dollars (it 

happens – rare machine guns can be extremely valuable), placing them 

in an irrevocable trust during your life could remove their value from 
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your taxable estate. That way, when you pass, your heirs aren’t hit with 

a 40% federal estate tax on those assets. Another scenario: if you worry 

about legal risks (say, you occasionally lend pieces of your collection for 

exhibitions or use them in a business), an irrevocable trust or an LLC 

(see Chapter 10) can isolate that liability. However, one major drawback 

for gun owners is that if you are not a trustee of the irrevocable trust, 

you cannot legally possess the firearms once they’re in the trust (the 

trust owns them, and only trustees can handle trust property). So using 

irrevocable trusts requires careful balance – perhaps naming yourself 

and a trusted family member as co-trustees, so you retain access while 

technically giving up ownership. 

 

Avoiding “Do-It-Yourself” Pitfalls 

Whether revocable or irrevocable, a trust is only as good as its drafting. 

While it’s tempting to download a generic living trust form, for gun 

owners this can be a grave mistake. A standard trust does not include 

the necessary provisions to handle firearms in compliance with the law. 

For example, a trust needs to address what happens if a beneficiary or 

even a trustee becomes a prohibited person, how to ensure transfers 

upon your death follow state and federal gun laws, etc. In fact, experts 

caution that using a generic trust or forms from the internet for guns is 

“very dangerous,” just like handing a firearm to an untrained person. 

You’ll want a trust crafted by an attorney who understands firearms 

(we’ll delve more into what specific clauses a gun trust contains in the next 

chapter). 

 

Summing Up 

Trusts are a powerful tool in your estate planning arsenal. A revocable 

trust offers flexibility and probate avoidance, making it ideal for most 

gun owners to maintain control during life and ensure a smooth 

transition at death. An irrevocable trust can solve certain problems 

(lawsuit protection, tax reduction) but at the cost of relinquishing 

control, so it’s usually reserved for specific situations or very high-value 
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estates. Both types can serve as the foundation for a firearms-specific 

estate plan, keeping you in compliance with the law and out of the 

probate courts. Next, we turn our attention to the star of the show for 

many gun owners: the Gun Trust – a specialized form of trust designed 

to safeguard your Second Amendment treasures. 
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Chapter 4: The Firearm Trust – Your Secret 

Weapon in Estate Planning 

Meet the Gun Trust (also known as a Firearm Trust or NFA Trust) – a 

trust specifically designed to hold and manage firearms, with special 

attention to guns regulated by the National Firearms Act (more on 

those in the next chapter). A gun trust is typically a revocable living 

trust tailored to address the unique legal requirements of firearm 

ownership and transfer. For a gun collector or anyone with even a single 

Title II/NFA item, a gun trust can be a game-changer. Let’s unpack 

how it works and why it’s so beneficial. 

 

Why a Special Trust for Guns? 

You might wonder, “Can’t my regular living trust just include my 

guns?” Technically it could, but there are compelling reasons to set up 

a dedicated gun trust instead: 

• Multiple Authorized Users: Under federal law, only the registered 

owner of an NFA firearm can possess it, even momentarily. This 

means if you register a suppressor or short-barreled rifle in your 

own name, your spouse or adult children cannot legally use or hold 

it unless you’re present. If you instead register the item to a trust, 

the trust is the owner, and you can name multiple responsible 

persons (trustees) who are allowed to possess and use the item. 

In essence, a gun trust lets you share NFA firearms among 

trustees without breaking the law. 

• Continued Access After Death: When you die, an individually owned 

NFA firearm has to go through a transfer (via ATF Form 5) to 

your heir, which takes time and paperwork. If the heir isn’t 

already legally eligible, they may not even touch the item in the 

meantime. By contrast, if that firearm is in a trust, the trust 

continues to own it after your death. Your successor trustee (or co-

trustee) who is already on the trust can immediately take over 

management. There’s no gap in legality – nobody is stuck 
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holding an NFA item illegally while waiting for forms. This can 

be crucial, because an unauthorized transfer of an NFA weapon 

(even at death) is a felony with up to 10 years in prison and 

$250,000 in fines. 

• Avoiding Executor Problems: As noted earlier, an executor might 

need an FFL or risk legal issues handling guns. With a gun trust, 

you typically name a trusted, firearms-knowledgeable person as 

trustee. That trustee can be instructed to distribute guns to the 

appropriate beneficiaries or to hold them in trust for younger 

beneficiaries. The trustee doesn’t need special licenses just to do 

what the trust authorizes, because the trust, as the owner, allows 

the trustee to possess the firearms as part of their duties. 

Essentially, you handpick the person who will shepherd your 

guns when you’re gone, rather than leaving it to an executor who 

may be unprepared. 

• Privacy and Duration: A trust is private – there’s no public probate 

listing of its assets. This keeps your collection out of the 

limelight. Additionally, some states allow trusts to last for many 

generations (so-called dynasty trusts). In such states, you could 

draft your gun trust to remain in existence for your children, 

grandchildren, and beyond, ensuring future generations can enjoy the 

collection under the trust’s oversight. As one expert noted, you can 

even require that the weapons remain in trust for multiple 

generations in certain jurisdictions. Imagine a family trust that 

holds grandpa’s shotgun not just for his son, but for his 

grandson and great-granddaughter down the line – that’s 

powerful long-term preservation. 

• Detailed Instructions: A well-drafted gun trust goes beyond legal 

compliance. It lets you spell out your wishes in detail: who 

should get which gun (or whether they should be sold), what to 

do if a beneficiary isn’t mature or responsible enough yet, and 

even instructions for things like proper storage or display. You 

might, for example, stipulate that your trustee must verify any 

beneficiary’s legal eligibility before transferring a firearm 
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(including perhaps running a background check). You could 

require that certain especially valuable or historic pieces not be 

sold outside the family. In short, the trust can carry your voice 

and values beyond your lifetime. 

 

Gun Trusts and NFA Items  

Gun trusts rose to prominence largely because of NFA (Title II) 

firearms like suppressors, short-barreled rifles/shotguns, machine 

guns, etc. Under the NFA, these items must be registered and tax-

stamped, and transfers are tightly controlled. A gun trust offers estate 

planning benefits while complying with NFA rules. Be aware, however, 

that since 2016, ATF rules (Rule 41F) require that all trustees named in 

a gun trust undergo the same background check, photo, and fingerprint 

process as an individual would when acquiring an NFA item. This 

slightly reduced one advantage of trusts (previously trustees didn’t need 

CLEO signoff), but the other benefits remain firmly in place. And yes, 

you can put regular (non-NFA) guns into a gun trust as well – doing so 

doesn’t subject them to any new registration, it simply allows them to 

be covered by the trust’s rules. 

 

A Cautionary Tale – Use a Pro 

The concept of a gun trust became so popular that gun shows and 

websites started offering “$99 gun trust” kits. As we hinted, using a 

one-size-fits-all form is risky. “Gun trusts are not ‘one size fits all,’” and 

a poorly drafted trust can leave your trustee or beneficiaries 

inadvertently breaking the law. We’ve heard horror stories of trusts that 

failed to account for state law nuances, or didn’t properly allow for 

successor trustees, leading to confusion and conflict. Remember the 

warning from earlier: those DIY forms can be “very dangerous in the 

hands of a layperson,” just as a firearm can be dangerous if misused. 

Always consider consulting an estate planning attorney who has 

experience with gun trusts. As ACTEC (a prestigious estate counsel 

group) advises, if you own any type of firearm, consult with an estate planning 
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attorney in your state who has firearm planning expertise. It’s worth the 

investment to ensure your trust is sound. 

In conclusion, a Gun Trust is often the MVP of a firearm estate plan. 

It keeps your collection out of probate, allows shared use of NFA items, 

provides continuity, and can be tailored to reflect your wishes to the 

letter. Next, we will delve into the specifics of those highly regulated 

firearms – the ones that make the evening news – and how to plan for 

them. Understanding the National Firearms Act (NFA) and its 

implications is key to securing your most sensitive pieces. 
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Chapter 5: NFA Firearms and Compliance – 

Planning for Title II Weapons 

America’s gun laws come in two flavors: Title I firearms, which are the 

typical rifles, shotguns, and handguns we see every day, and Title II 

firearms, which are regulated under the National Firearms Act (NFA). 

Title II includes items often referred to as NFA firearms or Class 3 

weapons: machine guns, silencers/suppressors, short-barreled rifles 

(SBRs), short-barreled shotguns (SBS), destructive devices (like 

grenades or explosives), and the catch-all “Any Other Weapons” 

(AOWs, e.g. gadget-type guns). These are the guns that require a federal 

tax stamp and registration in the ATF’s NFA Registry to own. Estate 

planning with NFA firearms introduces additional challenges and 

responsibilities. In this chapter, we cover how to keep your estate on 

the right side of federal law when your collection includes these 

specialized items. 

 

Know What You Have 

First, take inventory of which items in your collection are NFA-

regulated. Remember, most ordinary guns are not NFA items. But if 

you or your deceased family member have any of the following, they 

are NFA and have special rules: fully automatic firearms (manufactured 

and registered before May 19, 1986, for civilian ownership), short rifles 

(barrel under 16") or shotguns (barrel under 18"), suppressors, 

destructive devices (like a grenade launcher or explosives), and AOWs 

(e.g. a pen gun, cane gun). Each NFA item should have paperwork 

(ATF Form 1, 3, 4, etc.) and a tax stamp associated with it. These 

documents are critical – make sure they are stored safely, as your 

executor or trustee will need them. A gun trust owning NFA items will 

have its own set of those forms. 
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No Posthumous Registration  

One iron law of the NFA: if a firearm wasn’t properly registered during 

the owner’s life, it’s contraband after death. The Bureau of Alcohol, 

Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) explicitly states, “If there are 

unregistered NFA firearms in the estate, these firearms are contraband and cannot 

be registered by the estate.” In practice, this means if Grandpa brought 

home a war trophy machine gun that was never on the registry, when 

he passes it cannot be inherited or legalized. The only legal options are 

to surrender it to law enforcement for destruction. There is no amnesty 

or way to fix this after the fact. Thus, part of estate planning is making 

sure everything you have is properly registered now. If you discover an 

unregistered NFA item in your own safe or in an inherited collection, 

consult an attorney immediately – do not simply take possession. There 

have been rare amnesty periods in the past, but none are currently open. 

 

Heir Qualifications 

For NFA items, not just anyone can inherit. The recipient (whether an 

individual or a trustee of a trust) must meet all the federal qualifications: 

be at least 21 to receive from an FFL transfer (18 for some transfers, 

but generally 21), pass an FBI background check, and not fall into any 

prohibited categories (felon, certain misdemeanors like domestic 

violence, illegal drug user, etc.). Interestingly, because federal law still 

considers marijuana an illegal drug, an heir who is an unlawful user of 

a controlled substance (which can include state-legal marijuana) is 

barred from receiving or possessing firearms. So a grandson with a 

medical marijuana card could be disqualified from inheriting grandpa’s 

Tommy Gun – an odd quirk, but a real concern. Part of your planning 

should include naming alternate beneficiaries for NFA items in case the 

primary heir is not eligible at the time. It’s also wise to run the traps on 

your chosen heirs: are they mature, responsible, and likely to stay on 

the right side of the law? You don’t want to pass a legal machine gun 

to someone who later incurs a disqualifying conviction – they’d have to 

immediately divest or risk severe penalties. 
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Executor/Trustee Responsibilities 

If you have NFA items and die without a trust (i.e., items registered to 

you personally), your executor becomes responsible for them. The 

executor must secure the NFA firearms immediately and cannot distribute 

them to heirs until approved by ATF. The executor can possess them legally 

(even if not personally licensed for NFA) in their capacity as executor, but 

only for the purpose of estate administration. The executor then has to 

file an ATF Form 5 to transfer each NFA item to the heir designated 

in the will (or by state intestacy law). Form 5 is a tax-exempt transfer 

(no $200 tax) for inheritances. However, this process can be slow – 

taking months for approval. During that time, the heir can’t take 

possession yet. This is why many opt for the gun trust route; the trust 

doesn’t die, so no transfer via Form 5 is needed at death – the trust 

already owns it, and a trustee (who should already be qualified) just 

carries on. 

If using a trust, the trustees must remain compliant. After your death, 

if the trust continues to hold NFA guns for a beneficiary (like until they 

hit a certain age), the trustees might need to do annual check-ins or 

paperwork (like updating the ATF with any new responsible persons 

added to the trust). Always keep documentation updated to reflect the 

current trustees and their contact info with ATF. 

 

State NFA Bans 

Be acutely aware of state laws regarding NFA items. Some states 

outright ban private ownership of suppressors, SBRs, etc., regardless of 

federal law. For example, if you live in Illinois or California, you 

generally can’t have most NFA items at all (California allows NFA 

items only under extremely limited circumstances like certain curio 

machine guns with special permits, etc.). If you plan to leave NFA 

firearms to an heir in one of these states, that inheritance cannot 

lawfully be received. You’d need a plan B: perhaps that heir gets other 

assets of equal value, and the NFA item is redirected to a different heir 

or sold out of state. Alternatively, the NFA items could be stored out-
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of-state on behalf of the heir (more on interstate issues in the next 

chapter). As mentioned earlier, some states add extra steps or shorter 

deadlines – failing to follow them can result in criminal liability for 

executors or heirs. Always cross-check both federal and state 

requirements for where each heir is located. 

 

Plan for the Tax Stamp Costs and Paperwork 

Though not a huge cost, remember that if an NFA item is going to be 

transferred (other than inheritance via Form 5 which is free), each 

transfer requires a tax stamp ($200 for most items, $5 for AOW). If 

your plan involves, say, transferring NFA items into a newly created 

trust or an LLC while you’re alive (to ease things later), budget for those 

transfer taxes. If your executor might have to sell some NFA items, 

they should do so through a Class III FFL who can handle the process 

– that sale will involve tax stamps and federal approval too. Include 

instructions in your estate documents about where the money for any 

necessary fees will come from (your estate’s cash, or perhaps the buyer 

covers it in a sale, etc.). 

Real-World Example: Let’s say you have a registered suppressor and SBR 

in your name. You pass away, and your son is your executor and sole 

heir. If you did nothing, your son (executor) should immediately secure 

those NFA items (not give them to other family members). He’ll apply 

to ATF to transfer them to himself on Form 5. Suppose your son lives 

in another state – he’ll have to have an FFL in his state receive them 

after approval, or otherwise arrange lawful transport. If he mistakenly 

just takes the suppressor home across state lines the week after your 

funeral, he’d be committing an illegal transfer. By contrast, had those 

items been in a trust with your son as a co-trustee, he could already 

have them in his possession the day after your death as the surviving 

trustee, with no forms needed at that moment (just a notification to 

ATF later). The difference in ease and legal clarity is significant. 

In summary, NFA firearms demand careful planning. Always ensure 

they’re lawfully owned and documented now, choose heirs and trustees 
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wisely, and strongly consider using a gun trust or other vehicle to 

facilitate their eventual transfer. The penalties for missteps are too high 

to leave this to chance. Now that we’ve covered the technical side of 

guns and law, let’s pivot to another critical aspect: taxes and financial 

issues that come with valuable collections and high-value estates. 
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Chapter 6: Taxes and Family Wealth – Don’t Let 

the Taxman Disarm Your Estate 

Firearms themselves may or may not be high-dollar assets (some are, 

some are more sentimental), but as a wealthy gun collector or family, 

you likely have a substantial estate to consider. Estate planning isn’t 

complete without addressing taxes – especially the federal estate tax, 

state estate/inheritance taxes, and even income tax considerations for 

your heirs. In this chapter, we’ll explore how to structure your plan so 

that Uncle Sam doesn’t claim more than his fair share, and how to 

ensure your family can afford to keep your collection (instead of having 

to sell it off to pay taxes or debts). 

 

The Estate Tax Landscape 

As of 2025, the federal estate tax exemption stands at an historically 

high level – roughly $13 million per individual (about $26 million for a 

married couple) can pass free of federal estate tax. Estates above that 

pay a 40% tax on the excess. Many readers might think, “Great, my 

estate is under that, I’m safe.” But beware: this high exemption is not 

permanent. In fact, it’s scheduled to drop by about half in 2026, 

reverting to around $5–6 million (adjusted for inflation) per person. 

Moreover, some states have their own estate or inheritance taxes with 

much lower thresholds. For example, a state like Massachusetts has a 

$1 million estate tax exemption – meaning a $1.5M estate there might 

face a state tax even if no federal tax. Always check your state’s rules 

(or any state in which you own property) to see if you could be hit with 

an estate or inheritance tax. 

 

How Taxes Could Force the Sale of Guns 

Imagine you’ve built a net worth of $5 million, including a $1M firearms 

collection with some Class 3 guns, rare antiques, etc. If the federal 

exemption drops to $5M and you passed in 2026, your estate might owe 

tax on the excess (which might be minimal in this example, but adjust 
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numbers upward for many high-net-worth individuals). If you are over 

the limit by a large amount and haven’t done planning, the estate tax 

bill is due just nine months after death. If much of your wealth is tied 

up in illiquid assets (real estate, collectibles like guns, etc.), your heirs 

could face pressure to sell assets quickly to raise cash. A rushed sale of 

a prized gun collection could fetch far less than full value, and it could 

scatter your collection to the winds. This scenario is exactly what careful 

estate planning prevents – we want to ensure your family never has to 

conduct a fire-sale of treasured firearms just to pay a tax bill. 

 

Step-Up in Basis (Capital Gains) 

One tax benefit of passing assets through an estate is the step-up in cost 

basis. When you die, assets that appreciate (like real estate, stocks, etc.) 

get their tax basis reset to fair market value for your heirs, meaning if 

the heirs sell shortly after, they pay little or no capital gains tax. Guns 

are personal property and not typically big capital-gains assets (most 

modern guns don’t appreciate drastically like land, though rare 

collectibles might). Still, if you have firearms that have grown in value 

(say you bought a Colt Python in the 1970s for $200 and it’s worth 

$4,000 now), dying with it in your estate means your heir’s basis 

becomes $4,000. They could sell it at that price and owe no capital gains 

tax. If instead you gifted it to them during your life, they’d inherit your 

old $200 basis and potentially owe tax on $3,800 profit if they sell. 

Moral: from a tax perspective, it can be better to transfer valuable guns 

at death rather than during life, assuming you can do so legally and with 

proper planning. 

 

Use of Life Insurance 

Life insurance is a versatile tool in estate planning, especially for 

covering taxes or providing liquidity. You might consider taking out a 

life insurance policy sufficient to cover any projected estate tax or other 

expenses, so that your guns and other assets don’t have to be sold. Life 

insurance payouts are generally income-tax free to beneficiaries. 
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However, if you own the policy, the death benefit is counted in your 

estate value. High net worth individuals often use an Irrevocable Life 

Insurance Trust (ILIT) to own the policy – that way the insurance 

money isn’t taxed in the estate, but is available to the trust to help pay 

estate taxes or distribute to heirs. For example, you could have an ILIT 

that, upon your death, loans money or buys assets from your estate 

(infusing cash to pay taxes) and then that trust can even hold those 

purchased assets (like it could buy your gun collection from the estate 

at fair value, giving cash to the estate, and then later distribute guns to 

heirs per the trust terms). This is an advanced strategy, but it’s how the 

ultra-wealthy ensure liquidity. Even if your estate won’t hit federal tax, 

consider insurance for equalization: maybe one child gets the bulk of 

the guns, and another gets an equivalent amount of cash via an 

insurance payout. This keeps things fair without forcing anyone to sell 

items or split up things they don’t want. 

 

Gifts and Trusts to Reduce Tax 

If you are already in the very-high net worth category, you might want 

to gradually gift some of your collection or other assets during life to 

reduce the size of your taxable estate. The law lets you gift up to $17,000 

per recipient per year (2023 figure, indexed for inflation) without even 

having to file a gift tax return, and you have that large lifetime 

exemption (currently mirroring the estate exemption) to use for bigger 

gifts. However, be cautious gifting firearms: any transfer of a firearm 

has to comply with federal and state law (e.g., don’t just hand a rifle to 

your out-of-state son – that must go through an FFL). For NFA items, 

lifetime gifting is a transfer that requires a tax stamp and ATF approval 

just like selling one. A safer route for NFA is to add the heir as a co-

trustee on your gun trust now, rather than try to “gift” the item outright. 

That way they can share use now and automatically take over later. 

Another approach for those with significant wealth is creating family 

LLCs or limited partnerships and gifting interests to heirs, which can 

leverage valuation discounts and reduce estate size (this gets complex 
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and the IRS has rules around it). If you have a large collection that you 

actively buy/sell/trade, you might consider running it as a business and 

gradually transition ownership to heirs through a business structure. We’ll 

touch more on LLC usage in the next chapter. 

 

State Tax Considerations 

Know if your state has an estate or inheritance tax. States like New 

Jersey used to have an estate tax (it was repealed in 2018, but NJ still 

has an inheritance tax for certain non-immediate relatives). Maryland has 

both an estate and inheritance tax. Pennsylvania has an inheritance tax 

that applies even to firearms left to adult children (4.5% tax to lineal 

heirs, as of now). If you’re in one of these states, relatively modest 

estates could owe a tax. Planning could involve funneling more assets 

to a surviving spouse (spousal transfers are typically tax-free), or using 

trusts to shelter the state exemption amount. Some folks even change 

residency to more tax-friendly states as part of their estate plan (Florida, 

for instance, has no state estate tax and strong asset protection laws – 

plus it’s gun-friendly). 

 

Keep Good Records for Valuation  

When you’re gone, someone will have to put a dollar value on your 

guns for the estate inventory or tax return. Don’t make them guess. 

Maintain an updated list of your collection with estimated values (even 

if rough). Note any provenance or special features that contribute to 

value. If the collection is significant (say, hundreds of thousands of 

dollars or more), the executor may need to hire a professional appraiser 

who specializes in firearms. This ensures the estate is reporting accurate 

values (you don’t want to overpay taxes by overstating, nor understate 

and risk penalties). It also helps for equitable distribution – if one heir 

wants to keep certain high-value guns, the family can clearly see how to 

balance that with other assets. 
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Tax-Advantaged Giving 

As a patriotic individual, you might also have charitable or legacy goals. 

Donating firearms to a museum or charity can be tricky (many charities 

won’t accept them directly due to legalities), but you could consider 

leaving some guns (especially historical pieces) to a museum or a trust 

for public benefit. Alternatively, auctioning some collectibles and 

having proceeds go to a charity can create an estate tax charitable 

deduction. If done during life, charitable gifts can give you income tax 

deductions too. There are also organizations (like the NRA Civil Rights 

Defense Fund or other firearms heritage foundations) that one could 

support as part of a legacy. This is personal, but worth noting as part 

of comprehensive planning. 

In conclusion, mind the money side of your estate plan. A solid plan 

covers who gets what and how the costs are handled. By anticipating 

taxes and expenses, you prevent financial stress from derailing the goal 

of keeping your firearms in the family. With the taxman at bay, we can 

turn to other family dynamics – such as what to do if some of your 

heirs don’t share your enthusiasm for firearms or live in places where 

guns are unwelcome. That’s up next. 
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Chapter 7: When Heirs Don’t Want the Guns – 

Crafting a Plan for Non-Collectors 

Not every member of a patriotic family is a gun enthusiast. It’s entirely 

possible that one or more of your children or heirs have little interest 

in firearms or even a philosophical opposition to them. As a gun 

collector planning your estate, you need to account for this. Estate 

planning is about making sure each heir is taken care of according to 

their needs and values – which might mean some heirs inherit guns, 

and others inherit different assets of equal value. This chapter focuses 

on strategies for heirs who may not want your guns, ensuring that everyone 

is comfortable and your collection still ends up in appreciative hands. 

 

Talk to Your Family 

The first and most important step is communication. It might be a 

difficult conversation, but ask your heirs how they feel about inheriting 

firearms. You might discover that a child who enjoyed shooting in their 

youth has since lost interest, or a daughter who you assumed was 

indifferent actually would treasure grandpa’s rifle for sentimental 

reasons. By understanding their wishes, you can tailor your plan. It’s far 

better to know now that Son A would rather have cash than the gun 

safe, and Daughter B wants only one or two key pieces, while Daughter 

C is the avid hunter who’d love the bulk of the collection. Clear 

communication prevents future conflict and surprises. 

 

Avoiding Unwanted Gifts 

If an heir does not want firearms, forcing an inheritance of guns on 

them can backfire (pun intended). They might quickly sell the guns 

(perhaps without proper guidance or at a fraction of value) or turn them 

over to police for destruction if they’re uncomfortable possessing them. 

That would defeat your goal of preserving the firearms and their value 

in the family. The better approach is to leave them an alternative 

benefit. For instance, your will or trust could specify: “My son James 
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has the option to disclaim any firearms bequest, in which case those 

firearms shall pass to [alternate beneficiary or trustee to sell], and James 

shall receive an equivalent cash distribution from the estate.” This way, 

James isn’t forced to take a gun he doesn’t want, and he doesn’t lose 

out financially for saying no. The unwanted guns can then go to 

someone who does want them or be sold with the proceeds divided. 

 

Choosing Who Will Inherit the Collection 

Ideally, you identify a person or persons who do value your collection 

to inherit it. This could be one of your children, a grandchild, a 

niece/nephew, or even a family friend who shares your passion. You 

can make that person either the direct beneficiary of the firearms in 

your will/trust, or perhaps even the trustee of a gun trust where the 

firearms reside. For other heirs, you compensate with other assets. For 

example, you might leave your $200,000 gun collection to the one heir 

who’s a firearms aficionado, and give your $200,000 stock portfolio to 

the other heir who doesn’t like guns. Balance the scales so no one feels 

shortchanged. If your estate isn’t that large or flexible, life insurance (as 

discussed in Chapter 6) can provide the extra funds to keep things 

equitable. 

 

Executor or Trustee as “Dealer” 

If none of your immediate heirs want certain firearms, you have a few 

options. You can direct your executor or trustee to sell those firearms 

and distribute the cash to those heirs instead. This should be done 

thoughtfully: instruct them to use a reputable FFL or auction house to 

ensure a good price, rather than a quick pawn shop sale. You might 

even specify a particular dealer or appraiser you trust. Another angle: if 

an heir is okay with guns but doesn’t want to keep them, you could 

facilitate them selling to another family member or friend who does 

(perhaps someone who isn’t an heir but would cherish the item). Keep 

it legal – any transfer must follow the laws, so involve FFLs for 

interstate or background checks if required by state law. 
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Heirlooms vs. Utility Guns 

Differentiate between guns with heirloom value and those with just 

monetary or practical value. Maybe your daughter isn’t into shooting, 

but she would feel guilty selling great-grandpa’s revolver – that gun has 

a story and a place in family lore. However, she may have no attachment 

to your modern AR-15 or your collection of hunting rifles. In such 

cases, you could plan to split the collection: heirlooms go to one set of 

beneficiaries or a trust for long-term preservation, while more generic 

or less sentimental items are slated for sale or to go to the pro-gun heir. 

This way the non-gun-oriented heir might still keep one symbolic piece 

(and that could be stored or displayed safely without them actively using 

it), and not be burdened with the rest. 

 

Special Consideration: Spouses 

Sometimes, the person who doesn’t want the guns is a surviving spouse. 

If you’re in a long-term marriage, odds are your spouse is aware of and 

perhaps shares your interest – but not always. We’ve seen cases where 

mostly the husband collected guns, and the wife had little to do with 

them. Upon the husband’s death, the wife became the owner of a large 

collection she didn’t want to manage. One solution is to set up a trust 

for the guns that kicks in at your death, naming someone else (like an 

adult child or trusted friend) as the trustee to immediately take over the 

firearms. The trust can be for the benefit of the spouse (for instance, it 

could stipulate that any guns sold, the proceeds go to support the 

spouse), but the spouse doesn’t have to handle or possess the firearms 

if they don’t want to. This relieves them of responsibility while ensuring 

the guns are handled by someone knowledgeable. It also sidesteps legal 

issues: in some jurisdictions, if the spouse isn’t licensed or eligible to 

own certain guns, having them automatically go into a trust managed 

by someone who is eligible avoids putting the spouse in legal jeopardy. 
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Legal Safe Harbor for Reluctant Heirs 

It’s worth noting that heirs who don’t want guns should be counselled 

on how to legally refuse or divest them. Simply telling the executor “I 

don’t want it” and leaving a gun in the attic could be problematic. If 

your plan is clear, the executor can smoothly redirect those firearms 

without them ever landing in the reluctant heir’s hands. Encourage 

heirs (perhaps in a letter of instruction you leave) to follow the plan and 

not do anything hasty like call the police to “come pick them up,” which 

in some states could create legal snags or loss of value. Instead, reassure 

them that it’s fine not to take possession – you’ve made arrangements 

for alternate solutions. 

Example Scenario: You have two sons: Jack (loves guns; goes shooting 

often) and Mark (lives in the city, has no interest in firearms). Your 

estate includes a $500k house, $500k in investments, and $100k in guns. 

You might leave the gun collection entirely to Jack (because he’ll 

appreciate it and handle it properly) and perhaps leave a little more of 

the other assets to Mark (say Mark gets the house, Jack gets more of 

the investments, etc., to roughly even out). In your will or trust, you 

explicitly state that Mark is to receive no firearms, and any firearms that 

would have gone to him shall instead go to Jack or be sold by the 

executor. This way Mark doesn’t have to deal with them at all. Jack, 

being the enthusiast, can decide later if he wants to keep them all or sell 

some – but at least they’re in responsible hands and the value isn’t lost. 

Both brothers then benefit in the way that suits them: one gets what he 

values (guns), the other gets what he values (perhaps more real estate 

or cash). 

In summary, accommodating heirs who aren’t into guns is a key part of 

respectful estate planning. By listening and adjusting bequests, you 

prevent your beloved firearms from becoming a burden or source of 

friction. The goal is that every heir feels they were heard and received 

something meaningful or useful to them. Next, we’ll tackle another 

tricky scenario: what to do when your heirs do want the guns, but they 

live in places with strict gun laws that might throw up roadblocks. 
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Chapter 8: State Lines and Legal Mines – 

Planning for Heirs in Restrictive Jurisdictions 

America’s patchwork of gun laws means that an inheritance that’s 

straightforward in one state could be a legal nightmare in another. As a 

gun-owning patriot, you may reside in a firearm-friendly state, but 

perhaps one of your children moved to a state with strict gun control 

laws. Or maybe you yourself live behind enemy lines (so to speak) in a 

heavily regulated state, and you worry what will happen to your guns 

when you pass. This chapter explores how to plan for heirs who live in 

anti-gun states or jurisdictions with stringent gun laws. We’ll look at real 

examples (New York, New Jersey, California, etc.) and outline 

strategies to ensure your collection doesn’t fall victim to those laws 

upon your death. 

 

Know the Law in Relevant States 

Start by educating yourself on the gun transfer and inheritance laws in 

any state where your beneficiaries live, and your own state if different. 

Key questions to ask: 

• Does the state require a permit or license to possess firearms, and 

will your heir have one at the time of transfer? 

• Does the state recognize an exception for inheriting firearms without 

the usual purchase permits/background checks? (Many states do allow 

inheritance transfers without going through the full permit 

process, but with conditions.) 

• Are any of the firearms you plan to leave banned or restricted in that 

state? (e.g., “assault weapon” bans, magazine capacity limits, etc.) 

• Is there a time limit or procedure the executor/heir must follow 

to legally take possession? 

Let’s break down a few examples: 
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New York 

As mentioned, New York’s SAFE Act imposes a 15-day deadline for 

an executor or family member to handle the decedent’s firearms. In 

practice, this means if your heir is in New York (or if you die as a New 

York resident), someone must act quickly. New York requires that the 

executor file a firearms inventory with the Surrogate’s Court as part of 

the estate, and that inventory is cross-checked with the state’s gun 

license database and even death records. The heir must have a valid NY 

gun permit to receive handguns (NY treats handguns as requiring a 

permit to own). If the heir doesn’t, they can’t just take the guns. Under 

NY law, an unlicensed person (even the spouse or child) who just holds 

the firearms after the owner dies is technically committing illegal 

possession. New York provides an exemption from prosecution only if 

within 15 days the guns are either transferred to someone who can 

lawfully have them or turned over to the police. The state also mandates 

that transfers to anyone other than certain close family members must 

go through an FFL with a background check, even for long guns.  

Strategy: If you’re dealing with NY, strongly consider having a co-owner 

or co-trustee who already has the necessary NY licenses, so that person 

can immediately take possession upon death. Alternatively, arrange for 

firearms to be stored with an FFL in New York upon death until the 

heir can sort out licensing. If an heir lives in NY but you do not, you 

might specify that any guns going to that heir which are not NY-legal 

should instead be directed to a different heir or sold. For example, if 

you have standard-capacity magazines (over 10 rounds) or an AR-15 

that would be an “assault weapon” in NY, you can direct that those not 

be transferred to the NY heir (since they legally cannot possess them) 

but rather be sold or given to someone else, with equivalent 

compensation to the NY heir. 

 

New Jersey  

New Jersey is another state with strict regulations, but it has a slightly 

more lenient timeline for estates. NJ allows an heir or executor up to 
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180 days to transfer or sell inherited firearms. New Jersey law (N.J.S.A. 

2C:58-3j) even explicitly says no permit is needed for the passing of a 

firearm upon death to an heir, but if the heir isn’t qualified to own it 

(meaning they don’t have the NJ Firearm ID card or it’s a handgun they 

have no permit for), they can hold it only for 180 days and it must be kept 

with the local police during that time if extending beyond that period. After 

180 days, if no action, the guns must be turned over to the police for 

storage until disposed.  

Strategy: For NJ, encourage your heirs to get the NJ Firearms ID card in 

advance if they expect to inherit (this covers long guns; handgun 

purchase permit might be needed per gun though NJ inheritance law 

tries to waive that requirement as long as transfer is to an heir). Also, 

designate in your will that the executor promptly arrange transfer through 

an FFL or via a NJ law enforcement hold to avoid anyone accidentally 

possessing illegally. If your heir doesn’t want the gun or cannot get the 

ID, instruct the executor to sell it (NJ allows sale to a licensed dealer or 

out-of-state through a dealer in that timeframe). 

 

California 

California arguably has the most complex web of restrictions. It bans 

so-called assault weapons, .50 BMG rifles, standard-capacity 

magazines, etc. Critically, California does not allow the transfer of 

registered “assault weapons” by inheritance (. If you have a firearm that 

California classifies as an assault weapon (e.g., an AR-15 with features 

that was registered under a past amnesty), your heir cannot keep it. Within 

90 days, they must either render it inoperable, sell it to a CA-licensed 

dealer with an assault weapon permit, obtain a rare DOJ assault weapon 

permit themselves, or remove it from the state. And that last option 

(remove from state) typically means shipping it to an out-of-state heir 

or buyer, because the CA resident heir cannot continue to own it. 

Handguns and ordinary long guns in CA must go through a Dealer 

Record of Sale (DROS) process even for inheritances (though an intra-

familial transfer form can be used if within the immediate family). Also, 
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the heir must hold or obtain a Firearm Safety Certificate. Strategy: If 

you or your heir are in CA, avoid having any banned configuration 

firearms in the estate at death if possible. That might mean prior to 

death, you convert guns to CA-legal configurations (fixed magazine, 

etc.) or move them to a trust or relative out of state. For example, if 

you live in Arizona but one of your kids is in California, maybe you 

leave that kid other assets and have the guns go to a different child in 

Arizona – or specify that the California child’s share of guns is to be 

stored in a trust or with a family member out of state for them, 

unless/until they relocate or decide to sell. For magazines and 

ammunition feeding devices, note California bans mags over 10 rounds; 

you should plan to either not send those to the CA heir, or only send 

those firearms with magazines permanently modified to 10. California 

also has mandatory registration when inheriting handguns (and 

technically even long guns via a form if not through dealer). 

 

Illinois and Others 

Illinois recently (2023) passed an assault weapon and magazine ban as 

well, with some provisions for grandfathering existing owners. If an 

heir in IL is not already an owner of such an item, they likely cannot 

inherit one now. Many other states (Massachusetts, Connecticut, 

Maryland, etc.) have varying degrees of restrictions. It’s impossible to 

detail all here, but suffice to say: if your heir is in a jurisdiction that bans 

something in your collection, you must plan around that ban. Perhaps 

you designate a different recipient for the banned item and compensate 

the restricted heir with something else of equal value. Or use a trust 

that can hold the item outside that state (maybe in a gun-friendly state 

with another trustee) until such time as the beneficiary either moves to 

a freer state or decides to sell it. This kind of arrangement requires very 

careful legal guidance to ensure it doesn’t become a straw ownership or 

illegal storage, but it’s conceptually feasible: the trust holds the item and 

the beneficiary has an equitable interest, but not possession, as long as 

they live where they can’t have it. 
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Use of LLCs or Holding Entities 

One creative strategy is forming an out-of-state holding company or 

trust to own the firearms. For instance, if you have a valuable collection 

and heirs in multiple states, you might create a Wyoming or Texas LLC 

(states with favorable laws) to own all the guns. The heirs inherit 

membership shares of the LLC (or beneficial interests of a trust) rather 

than the guns directly. The guns themselves are stored in a jurisdiction 

where they’re legal (perhaps at a second home, a secure storage facility, 

or with a trusted person or professional armory service). This way, an 

heir in a ban state technically isn’t receiving a banned firearm; they’re 

receiving an interest in an entity. They won’t be able to possess the item 

in their state, but they might travel to use it or eventually decide to sell 

their interest. This approach is complex and won’t suit everyone – it 

works best if the collection is extremely valuable and you’re essentially 

treating it like a family business or investment. Always get legal advice 

to ensure this doesn’t run afoul of “constructive possession” issues. 

 

Second Amendment Sanctuaries and Relocation 

As a side note, some gun owners consider moving in their later years to 

a more gun-friendly area as part of their estate plan. For example, a 

New York resident with a large collection might retire to Florida or 

Texas, not only for lifestyle, but so that when they pass, their guns are 

in a state that won’t immediately confiscate or complicate transfers. 

This isn’t feasible or desirable for everyone, but it’s worth mentioning: 

your state of residence at death has a big impact on how your estate is 

handled. If your current home state is hostile to your values, relocating 

could simplify things for your heirs. Additionally, many counties and 

states have become “Second Amendment Sanctuaries,” pledging not to 

enforce certain restrictive laws. While that’s more a political statement 

than a legal shield, it might influence how local authorities handle an 

estate with guns. For example, a sympathetic sheriff in a sanctuary 

county might give an executor more leeway or assistance rather than 

treating the firearms as contraband. 
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Plan of Action: If you identify a mismatch between your firearms and an 

heir’s legal environment, spell out a contingency plan in your will or 

trust. For instance: “If at the time of my death my daughter resides in 

a jurisdiction that prohibits possession of any firearm or accessory I 

have bequeathed to her, I direct my executor/trustee to (a) deliver such 

prohibited items to [Alternate Beneficiary] who is legally eligible, and 

(b) in lieu thereof distribute assets of equivalent appraised value to my 

daughter from the residuary of my estate.” This clause makes sure your 

daughter still gets her fair share, but the guns go elsewhere if she can’t 

have them. It also protects her from legal risk by removing the dilemma 

entirely. 

To wrap up, dealing with state-by-state differences requires flexibility 

and specificity in your estate documents. One size won’t fit all; you 

might have different instructions for different heirs depending on their 

locale. Yes, it adds complexity, but that’s the price to ensure your legacy 

doesn’t literally become illegal upon your passing. With these strategies, 

you can outmaneuver even the toughest state laws, keeping your family 

and executors out of trouble and your firearms in welcoming hands. 

Now that we’ve navigated the legal labyrinth, let’s get practical. In the 

next chapter, we’ll talk about the nuts and bolts of implementing your 

plan: how to safely store your firearms for the long term, and the 

logistics of transferring them (physically and legally) when the time 

comes. 
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Chapter 9: Safekeeping and Transfer – Practical 

Logistics for Peace of Mind 

All the legal planning in the world won’t help if, when the day comes, 

no one can find the safe keys or half your collection has rusted away 

due to poor storage. This chapter is about practical preparedness: how 

to store and safeguard your firearms and related documents now, and 

how to smooth the path for their transfer later. Think of it as the 

“operations manual” for your firearms estate plan – something you’ll 

craft and your family (or trustee) will execute. 

 

Secure Storage with an Eye on the Future 

As a collector, you likely already store your firearms securely (in quality 

safes, with climate control, etc.), both for theft prevention and 

preservation. Continue to do so, and consider these pointers: 

• Fireproof Safe or Safe Room: Important not just for theft but to 

protect in a fire. If you have paper Form 4s or other documents, 

keep copies in a fireproof safe or off-site as well. 

• Inventory and Documentation: Maintain a detailed inventory of all 

firearms, including make, model, serial number, and notably the 

location of each if you have multiple storage sites. Also list 

accessories (optics, suppressors with their serials, etc.) and 

ammunition stocks if substantial. This inventory should be 

updated as you acquire or sell items. Come estate time, this list 

will be gold for your executor/trustee – it tells them what should 

be there and perhaps how to prioritize handling it. 

• Values and Appraisals: Alongside your inventory, note 

approximate values. For very valuable items, you might have 

formal appraisals or receipts. This not only aids in equitable 

distribution (who gets the $10k collectible vs. the $500 shotgun) 

but helps for insurance and for your executor dealing with estate 

tax or sales. 
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• Labeling: Some collectors label their firearms or storage slots with 

codes or names. If your family isn’t intimately familiar with each 

item, you might attach tags or keep a photo catalog to avoid 

confusion. If you have multiple safes, label them (“Safe 1 in 

basement contains X, Y, Z” etc., and give combos/keys to a 

trusted person or a sealed envelope to be opened upon death). 

• Accessibility for Trustee/Heir: If you’re using a gun trust or naming 

a specific person to handle the guns on your death, ensure that 

person knows how to access the storage. That might mean giving 

them a spare key or combination (perhaps held in escrow or 

sealed letter until needed). The worst scenario is when someone 

dies and nobody can get into the safe for weeks while legal 

matters and locksmiths are arranged. You can even use a fail-

safe: some safes allow dual key/combination or time-delay locks; 

others might give digital access that can be shared. Plan such that 

your designated “firearms executor” can quickly secure 

everything. 

 

Weapon Transfers 101 

When it’s time to actually transfer guns to your heirs (or to buyers, or 

to a trust), the process will differ based on the type of firearm and 

jurisdictions involved: 

• Interstate Transfers: As mentioned, any transfer of a firearm across 

state lines to a non-resident must go through an FFL in the 

recipient’s state. Plan accordingly. For instance, if you live in 

Texas and your son is in Ohio, leaving him guns means those 

guns will need to be shipped or carried to an Ohio FFL, who will 

then transfer to your son (with the usual Form 4473 and 

background check, unless there’s an inheritance exemption; 

federal law doesn’t exempt intra-family transfers across states, 

though some state laws ease it for inheritances). Encourage your 

executor to use trusted FFLs. Perhaps even identify one in your 
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estate documents (“I suggest my executor use ABC Firearms in 

Columbus to handle transfers to my son”). 

• Intrastate Transfers: If the heir is in the same state and state law 

doesn’t require an FFL for an inheritance, the executor can often 

deliver the firearm directly (handguns may still require a permit 

exchange in states like NY/NJ). Ensure the executor verifies the 

heir’s eligibility (e.g., if a background check isn’t required by law, 

it’s still wise to be sure the person isn’t prohibited – maybe you 

know your kid is fine, but executors should be cautious). 

• Shipping Firearms: If firearms need to be shipped to an heir (via 

an FFL or to the heir directly in the rare cases it’s allowed), know 

the rules. Handguns cannot be mailed by regular individuals 

except via contract carriers (UPS/FedEx) and typically 

overnight; long guns can be mailed via USPS between certain 

parties (like to yourself or to an FFL). It might be easier to let an 

FFL handle the shipping since they have the know-how. As part 

of planning, set aside funds in the estate to cover shipping and 

transfer fees – these are estate administration expenses. 

• Special Items: For NFA items, the executor or trustee should 

promptly contact the local ATF field office or check ATF 

guidance for estates. Typically, an executor will submit ATF 

Form 5 for each item to the heir (or to the trust if you’re moving 

it into a trust post-mortem, though ideally it’s already in one). 

This process can be started soon after the death, but the heir 

must wait for approval before taking possession. In the interim, 

the items should be secured (the executor can maintain custody). 

If using a trust, ensure successor trustees file any required 

documents (ATF may require a notification of the original 

owner’s death and info on new responsible persons). The ATF 

resources referenced (like “Transfers of National Firearms Act 

Firearms in Decedents’ Estates”) are good primers to include 

with your important papers. 
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Insurance and Liability 

Another logistic: maintain insurance coverage for your collection. 

Homeowner’s insurance often has low limits for firearms by default 

(like $2,500). You might have a rider or a separate collectors’ policy. 

Make sure it’s updated for the current value. This covers theft or 

damage while you’re alive, but also consider coverage during the 

transfer period when an estate is open (the executor should keep 

insurance until items are distributed). Additionally, once the guns go to 

heirs, they should consider insuring them too. You might leave notes 

like “the Winchester is extremely valuable, ensure it’s scheduled on your 

insurance.” 

Liability: If your executor or trustee will be handling or transporting 

guns, they should do so prudently (unloaded, secured, using trigger 

locks or locked containers especially if driving across states). If 

someone gets hurt due to an accident in handling your guns during the 

estate, that could get messy. So, pick responsible people and provide 

any safety equipment (locks, cases) as part of your preparation. 

 

Contingency for Incapacity 

We’ve focused on death, but what if you become incapacitated (e.g., 

through illness or injury) and can no longer manage your affairs? Who 

will take care of your firearms then? This is where a Durable Power of 

Attorney (POA) or a well-structured trust comes in. Consider giving a 

trusted family member or friend a limited POA that specifically covers 

handling your firearms if you cannot. For example, if you’re in a coma, 

someone might need to lawfully take possession of your guns to secure 

them. A general POA might allow it, but if your state law is finicky, 

naming a co-trustee on a gun trust is a cleaner solution – they already 

have legal authority to act. Incapacity planning ensures you don’t 

inadvertently run afoul of laws (e.g., if you’re hospitalized long-term 

and no one’s at your home, what happens to your NFA items? Make 

sure someone is able to maintain custody legally). 
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Checklist and Instructions 

Finally, compile a simple “Firearms Estate Plan Checklist” for your 

executor or trustee (this could be a letter of instruction kept with your 

will or trust documents). In it, outline the steps for them to take: 

1. Secure all firearms and ammunition (where, how, and who to call for 

help if needed, such as a particular friend or FFL). 

2. Consult the attorney (if you have an estate attorney who knows 

about the guns, list their contact). 

3. Review the inventory list and reconcile with actual items. 

4. Follow legal transfer procedures as per the plan (cite if using Form 5 

for NFA, FFL for interstate, etc., you might even attach some 

reference materials or the relevant statutes). 

5. Distribute or sell as directed (with notes on any appraisers or dealers 

you trust for selling items). 

6. Safety precautions (e.g., “all guns are stored unloaded; please 

double-check each firearm upon handling”; “use these locked 

cases for transport”). 

7. Disposition of ammunition (ammunition can’t usually be shipped 

with guns via mail, so maybe instruct whether to give ammo to 

certain people or have local gun club pick it up, etc. Ammo isn’t 

usually listed in wills but large caches exist in estates and can be 

an issue). 

8. Final steps (like remove any firearms from your name in state 

registrations if applicable, close any permits, etc. Some states 

require an estate to notify state police, etc., which your executor 

should know from earlier planning). 

This checklist will be immensely helpful on a very stressful day for your 

executor/heirs. It’s like leaving them a last guiding hand on how to 

carry out your wishes responsibly. 
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With solid safekeeping and logistical plans in place, you minimize the 

chance of hiccups when your estate plan springs into action. Your 

firearms will be preserved in the condition you kept them, and 

transferred efficiently to the next generation. Now, we will move to 

some advanced tools and strategies that can complement what we’ve 

already discussed – including the use of LLCs and additional insurance 

mechanisms to reinforce your family’s protection. 
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Chapter 10: Advanced Strategies – LLCs, Trust 

Funds, and Life Insurance for Legacy Protection 

By now, we’ve covered the core components of a firearms-focused 

estate plan: wills, trusts (especially gun trusts), understanding laws, and 

practical steps. In this final content chapter, we explore some advanced 

strategies that can provide an extra layer of protection or utility. These 

might not be necessary for everyone, but for those with larger estates, 

complex collections, or particular concerns, tools like Limited Liability 

Companies (LLCs) and specialized insurance and trust arrangements 

can make a difference. 

 

Holding Your Collection in an LLC 

We touched on this idea earlier: placing your firearms (or other assets) 

into a Limited Liability Company. An LLC is a legal entity typically used 

for businesses, but it can also hold personal assets. Why would you do 

this? 

• Liability Shield: Say you occasionally lend firearms for exhibitions, 

or you have a private range where others might use your guns. If 

an accident happened, an LLC owning the guns could provide a 

layer of liability protection. The injured party might sue the LLC 

(which owns the firearm) rather than you personally, potentially 

limiting exposure to the LLC’s assets only. Keep in mind, liability 

from firearms use is typically covered by homeowners or 

umbrella insurance if it’s personal, but if it edges into “business” 

(like you charge for range use), an LLC and commercial 

insurance are advisable. Even without lending, some just like 

separating valuable assets from personal ownership. 

• Co-ownership Made Simple: If you have multiple family members 

who you want to co-own the collection, an LLC can be simpler 

than a trust in some ways. You can give each child membership 

units of the LLC. The LLC’s operating agreement can stipulate 

rules for using or accessing the guns, much like a trust would. 
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For example, it might say any member can borrow a firearm 

from the LLC with notice to others, or that the firearms are to 

be displayed at a family property and accessible to all members. 

This is a bit unconventional, but it’s an option. The operating 

agreement can also lay out what happens when a member dies 

(their share goes to their heirs but maybe other members have 

right of first refusal to buy it, etc.). 

• Probate Avoidance: Assets owned by an LLC don’t go through 

probate – it’s the membership interest that’s transferred. If you 

are the sole owner and you die, your membership units in the 

LLC will pass via your will or trust. If those membership units 

are themselves in a trust, then no probate at all. If not, 

transferring an LLC interest at death is usually simpler than 

transferring each individual asset. Caution: If you’re the sole 

member of an LLC, some states treat that interest as still part of 

your probate estate unless assigned to a trust or titled jointly. So 

often, this is paired with a trust (e.g., you create an LLC for the 

guns, then you assign the LLC membership to your living trust 

– voila, the guns are indirectly in your trust without listing each 

gun, and they avoid probate). 

• Bypass Some State Restrictions: As previously mentioned, an LLC 

won’t magically nullify gun laws – possession is possession. But 

it could allow, for instance, an heir in a restricted state to own a 

piece of an LLC that holds the guns in a free state. They wouldn’t 

be able to physically possess them at home, but at least their 

ownership share is recognized. And if down the road they move, 

the guns are waiting in the LLC to be distributed. This is an edge-

case strategy and would need careful legal oversight to ensure no 

straw ownership or constructive possession issues. 

One should note that using an LLC means maintaining the company 

(annual filings, fees, separate bank account perhaps) which is extra 

work. Also, transferring firearms into the LLC is legally a transfer of 

ownership: for Title I guns, that’s fine (just treat it as you transferring 

to another person – but since you wholly own the LLC it’s not a 
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regulated transfer in most states, though some might argue it’s a 

“person”). For NFA items, you would have to do a Form 4 transfer to 

the LLC and pay $200 each, because the ATF sees an LLC as a different 

legal person. Some people actually use LLCs instead of trusts for NFA 

ownership (especially pre-41F, to avoid fingerprints; now that 

advantage is gone). But, if you already have items individually, moving 

them to an LLC is costly due to tax stamps. So you’d likely only do this 

if starting fresh or if there’s a compelling reason. 

 

Multi-Generational Trust Funds for Guns 

If you intend your collection (or proceeds from it) to benefit multiple 

generations, you can set up a trust that lasts a long time. Many states 

have abolished the old Rule Against Perpetuities or extended it, 

allowing “dynasty trusts.” You might combine approaches: have a gun 

trust that holds the firearms for as long as legally possible, with 

instructions that they only pass to blood descendants who want to use 

them, etc., and if none, then maybe they should be sold and the cash 

kept in trust for later descendants (perhaps to fund shooting sports 

education or something in the family). This way, even if one generation 

isn’t interested, the guns or their value are preserved for maybe a 

grandchild who is interested. This is more of a philosophical approach 

to ensure the legacy continues. 

Some gun trusts are written to allow the trustee to lease or lend firearms 

to family members under certain terms, which could be useful if for 

example an heir moves to a restricted state for a time – the trust can 

“hold” the gun and lend it when the person visits a free state. Again, 

complex but possible. 

 

Life Insurance Trust (ILIT) – A Closer Look 

We talked about life insurance for liquidity. To implement that fully, if 

you have a sizable estate near or above tax limits, consider an 

Irrevocable Life Insurance Trust. You create a trust, the trust buys (or 
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you transfer) a life insurance policy on you (or you and spouse). You 

gift the premiums to the trust annually (using your gift tax exclusion). 

The trust is the beneficiary of the policy. At your death, the insurance 

pays to the trust, which is outside your estate, and then the trustee can 

use that money to: 

• Buy assets from your estate (giving cash to estate to pay taxes or 

expenses, and the trust then holds those assets for heirs), 

• Loan money to the estate (again to pay taxes, with the estate 

eventually paying back the loan to the trust, leaving more to the 

trust beneficiaries), 

• Or directly distribute to your heirs to help them cover any costs 

related to the inheritance. 

For example, you worry about a big estate tax bill that might force 

selling your $1M gun collection. You set up an ILIT with a $1M policy. 

When you die, estate owes tax, but the ILIT loans $1M to the estate to 

pay tax, secured by the assets. The estate doesn’t have to sell the guns. 

Later, the heirs might sell something else to repay, or the trust can even 

forgive the loan depending on strategy (with some tax consequences). 

The net effect: your heirs got to keep the guns and had cash to handle 

taxes. 

If estate tax isn’t an issue, a life insurance trust can still serve to hold 

insurance proceeds in a protected way for your heirs (creditor 

protected, managed, etc.), which could be useful if you have concerns 

about an heir’s financial responsibility. It’s beyond just guns, but part 

of big-picture planning. 

 

Family Limited Partnerships (FLP) 

Another advanced tool sometimes used: similar to an LLC concept, but 

as a partnership. Families might put various assets (real estate, 

collections, businesses) into an FLP, then gift limited partnership shares 

to the kids. This can qualify for valuation discounts (if you have a 

taxable estate, you can potentially reduce its reported value by saying 
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those partnership shares are worth a bit less due to lack of 

control/marketability). FLPs are tricky with IRS scrutiny, but a 

legitimate non-tax reason (like centralized management of a collection 

by the general partner – you – and eventual transfer to kids) can be part 

of it. If your guns are part of a larger asset pool, an FLP could include 

them. 

 

Covering All Bases – Umbrella Policies 

On the insurance side, besides insuring the items, consider an umbrella 

liability insurance policy. This isn’t directly estate planning, but while 

you’re alive, if you have significant assets, you want to shield against 

lawsuits (from any cause, including something involving a firearm 

accident). An umbrella policy provides excess liability coverage (usually 

millions) over your homeowners/auto. If, heaven forbid, a shooting 

accident occurred on your property or with one of your guns, and 

someone sued, the umbrella can respond (assuming it’s not an 

intentional act, which wouldn’t be covered, but accidents/negligence 

would). This keeps your wealth intact and thus able to pass to heirs. 

Also, if you serve as an executor or trustee for someone else, some 

umbrellas even cover that liability. As a side note, if you have a 

concealed carry permit and carry regularly, look into self-defense 

insurance (offered by some organizations) – it’s not exactly estate 

planning, but it’s part of being a responsible armed citizen financially. 

That way, a self-defense incident doesn’t bankrupt your estate with legal 

fees, etc. 

 

Beware of “Bad Advice” 

One reason we mention these advanced strategies is to highlight that 

estate planning is not one-size-fits-all. In the gun context, you might 

encounter professionals who are unfamiliar with firearms issues. They 

might give well-meaning but “bad” advice like “Oh, don’t bother with 

a trust, just let your executor turn in those scary guns to the police and 

move on.” That’s anathema to you. Or they might not know about the 
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NFA and advise you incorrectly on gifting that suppressor. This is why 

finding aligned, knowledgeable advisors is key. Through advanced 

planning, you can often address any concern – there’s usually a legal 

tool for each problem, it just has to be wielded by someone who knows 

how. If you ever get advice that seems to disregard your values (like an 

attorney suggesting you just liquidate the guns because they don’t like 

them), get a second opinion from a more firearms-friendly estate 

attorney. The good news is organizations exist (like the Firearms Estate 

Planning groups, certain trust and estates lawyers who advertise 

expertise in gun trusts) – seek them out. 

 

Staying Up to Date 

Finally, be aware that laws and financial thresholds change. The 

strategies that are optimal in 2025 might need tweaking in a few years. 

For instance, if the estate tax law changes dramatically (either up or 

down), you might adjust whether you use an ILIT or not. If a new 

federal law regarding firearms inheritance were enacted (who knows, 

perhaps someday an amnesty or new registration system), you’d adjust 

your plan. Or if you move to another state, definitely revise the plan for 

that state’s laws. Estate planning is a living process – you should review 

your plan every few years or whenever major life events occur 

(marriage, divorce, new child or grandchild, significant increase or 

decrease in assets, law changes, etc.). 

The advanced strategies we discussed – LLCs, life insurance trusts, 

FLPs – are pieces of a larger puzzle. You may not need all of them, but 

they’re available to fine-tune your plan to perfection. At the end of the 

day, the goal is to lock in as much certainty as possible that your wishes 

will be carried out, your family will be protected financially, and your 

values (including love of country and the Second Amendment) will 

endure in your lineage. 
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Conclusion: Legacy, Liberty, and Peace of Mind 

You’ve made it through this comprehensive journey, and now it’s time 

to reflect on the big picture. Estate planning for a gun-owning family 

isn’t just a stack of legal documents – it’s an act of love and patriotism. 

By planning your estate, you are doing more than transferring assets; 

you are safeguarding your family’s security and freedom. Let’s close 

with some key takeaways and a call to action. 

 

Protecting Your Own 

At the heart of all this planning is a simple motive: to protect your 

family. You want to protect them emotionally (so they don’t fight or 

face tough dilemmas over your collection), financially (so they aren’t 

burdened by taxes or legal fees), and legally (so they don’t unwittingly 

break a law and get in trouble). By addressing everything from probate 

to trusts to state laws, you’ve created a shield around your loved ones. 

They’ll be able to focus on healing and remembrance when you’re gone, 

rather than wrestling with bureaucrats or court filings. That peace of 

mind is a priceless gift to them. 

 

Defending the Second Amendment 

In a very real sense, your estate plan is a final defense of the Second 

Amendment. Each time a responsible gun owner passes the torch to 

the next generation, it strengthens the continuity of American gun 

ownership. Conversely, every time a collection is lost to confiscation or 

heirs are scared into melting down grandpa’s guns, the torch flickers. 

By ensuring your firearms go to people who will value and lawfully use 

them, you’re keeping the flame of liberty alive. You’re saying that the 

Constitution and its rights are not just for your lifetime, but for all time. 

In a climate where some may hope that stricter laws will gradually make 

guns “go away” as owners die off, you are actively thwarting that by 

legally and ethically transferring them onward. Think of it this way: your 

estate planning is a form of civil stewardship – you inherited rights and 
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property from those before you, and you’re dutifully handing them to 

those after you. 

 

Empowering Future Generations 

This book isn’t only about the wealthy; it’s about encouraging those still 

building wealth to think ahead. Estate planning is not reserved for the 

elderly or the ultra-rich. If you’ve read this as a younger person with a 

growing collection and growing assets, congratulations – you’re taking 

a high-net-worth mindset early on. Remember, many fortunes are lost 

by the third generation because of a lack of planning and education. By 

starting now, you set a precedent in your family that planning and 

responsibility go hand in hand with prosperity. You also send a message 

to your kids: we plan because we care. They’ll learn from your example and 

hopefully continue the tradition. Maybe one day your children will 

update the very gun trust you started, to add their own kids as 

beneficiaries, keeping it rolling forward. 

 

Action Steps – From Plan to Implementation: 

1. Gather Your Team – If you haven’t already, find an estate planning 

attorney who respects your values and has experience with 

firearm issues. You might also involve a financial planner or 

accountant if tax strategy is needed. And of course, talk with your 

family so they’re on board. 

2. Execute Key Documents – Create or update your Will, set up that 

Revocable Living Trust or Gun Trust, get any POAs or 

advanced directives in place for incapacity. Ensure beneficiary 

designations on life insurance or retirement accounts align with 

your overall plan (sometimes people forget those, causing 

conflicts). 

3. Fund the Trusts/Entities – Transfer appropriate assets into the 

trust (including titling firearms into the trust, which might involve 
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filing with ATF for NFA guns). If using an LLC or FLP, transfer 

those assets in and update any records. 

4. Secure Your Records – Keep original documents safe (fireproof safe 

or safe deposit box), and give copies to trusted individuals 

(trustees, executors). Also store digital backups if possible. 

5. Follow Through – Maintain your inventory, keep insurance current, 

periodically review and tweak the plan. Life is not static, and your 

plan shouldn’t be either. 

6. Educate Your Heirs – Perhaps share parts of this book with them. 

Make sure they know why you did what you did. It will help them 

honor your intentions. If you set up a gun trust, walk them 

through how it works. Consider taking them shooting or to gun 

safety classes if they’re novices – build their comfort and 

appreciation so they won’t be as likely to dispose of things out 

of fear or ignorance. 

 

Patriotism in Planning 

It might seem a stretch to call writing a will an act of patriotism, but in 

this context it truly is. You are exercising your rights to devise property 

as you see fit, and specifically the right to keep and bear arms and pass 

them to your kin. You’re also reinforcing the notion of personal 

responsibility – a core American value – by not leaving loose ends for 

society or courts to deal with. Instead, you’re handling your affairs with 

foresight and care. That’s something our forefathers would nod in 

approval at. 

Picture the moment, many years from now (hopefully!), when your 

family reads the estate documents you prepared. Instead of confusion, 

they see a clear plan. Instead of discord, there is unity and 

understanding. Your grandson receives the carefully preserved rifle that 

his great-great-grandfather once carried in wartime, along with a letter 

from you about its significance. Your spouse is financially secure 

because assets moved smoothly into trusts and accounts you set up. 
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Your children chuckle remembering how detailed dad was about all 

this, but they are grateful he did it. In that moment, your legacy lives on 

– not just in the assets, but in the love and wisdom you imparted. 

Estate planning may sound technical, but at its core, it’s one of the most 

human, loving things you can do. For the gun-owning family, it’s also 

a statement of faith in our constitutional freedoms. You’ve taken the 

time to master this subject – now take action and make your plan a 

reality. The peace of mind you’ll gain is immense. Knowing that come 

what may – be it a change in laws, a life curveball, or ultimately your 

passing – your family is prepared and your values will endure, is a 

profound comfort. 

Thank you for reading Star Spangled Planner. Now, go forth and put your 

knowledge to work. Protect your family, preserve your Second 

Amendment legacy, and sleep soundly knowing your estate plan has 

you and yours covered. In doing so, you honor the past, secure the 

present, and inspire the future. God bless you and your family, and God 

bless the United States of America. 
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DISCLAIMER 

This publication is intended for general informational and educational 

purposes only. It does not constitute legal advice and should not be 

relied upon as a substitute for consultation with a qualified attorney 

licensed to practice in your jurisdiction. While the author, Jesus O. 

Valentino, Esq., is a licensed attorney, no attorney-client relationship is 

formed by your purchase, reading, or use of this book. Laws and 

regulations regarding estate planning and firearm ownership vary by 

state and are subject to change. Readers should seek personalized legal 

counsel before taking any action based on the contents of this book. 

The author and publisher disclaim any liability arising from reliance on 

the information herein. 

 

 


